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Even if you’ve been on every ride in Dinoland USA, you 

likely still missed out on the main attraction. Hidden 

like bones waiting to be discovered by an enthusiastic 

paleontologist, so is the most immersive experience 

Disney Imagineers have ever created.

Dinoland USA is far more than simply a section in a 

theme park, it is a living world designed to be 

explored. It’s a destination with rich backstories, 

layered elements, and a never ending list of hidden 

gems.

Next time you visit, immerse yourself, put up the 

fourth wall, and approach the area as you would any 

other city. Learn about the locals, their ways of 

life, traditions, diverse personalities, and the 

amazing discoveries that have shaped their heritage.

For every popular tourist destination you’ll find a 

photo travel guide. They are written to set you on the 

right path, so you get the most out of your travels, 

and make it possible to truly appreciate the 

uniqueness of each location. This guide is no 

exception, and I hope it opens up a whole new way to 

experience and enjoy Dinoland USA.
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In 1947, outside a rustic fishing lodge, an amateur 

fossil-hunter stumbled upon what would forever change 

this rural Floridian town. Realizing the significance 

of this discovery, he and a handful of scientist 

friends banded together to purchase the lodge, 

relocated here, and immediately began excavating. When 

word got out, enthusiasts from all over flocked to the 

new dig site, and this small town quickly became known 

as Dinoland USA.

History
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Heading down historic 

route 498 we arrive at 

Digg County’s very 

own, Dinoland USA. Our 

first stop is none 

other than the 

Boneyard, the exact 

location where it all 

began.
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The Dino Institute has opened this active dig site to 

the public, so we can see firsthand as students and 

professors unearth many more amazing finds. You’ll 

never know what “Find of the Day” will be discovered 

next. This is truly a site of inspiration, an entry 

point into the mysterious world of the dinosaurs.

The Boneyard
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A pirated radio station, 

taken over by two interns 

calling themselves Digger 

& Bonehead, plays dino-

themed music at the

dig site.
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Dr. Bernard Dunn 

doesn’t 

appreciate 

visitors opening 

the door to his 

on-site office. 

We learned this 

first-hand.

Want to learn more about 

the dinosaurs found here? 

Dig site notes and 

bulletin boards are 

around every corner.
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The break area in 

back, by the old 

fishing dock, has a 

personality all of 

its own. You may spot 

a dino themed bicycle 

or even a “fossil 

recovery list” that 

has been repurposed 

to playfully mock 

fellow grad students 

and faculty.
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The Oldengate 

Bridge features a 

massive 

Brachiosaurus 

replica, cast from 

fossils discovered 

in Colorado, in 

1900. The original 

is on display at 

the Chicago Field 

Museum.
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A student named Animal had some fun with a marker. 

A near complete mammoth fossil is being unearthed.
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Just beyond the 

Boneyard is Trilo-

Bites, a walk-up-

counter snack 

stand where you 

can grab a 

refreshing 

milkshake, beer, 

or margaritas 

after a day on the 

dig site.

Trilo-Bites
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Not everything is extinct here. Heading down the 

nearby pathway is a real life crocodile. This is a 

living ancestor of the crocodilians - an ancient 

family of reptiles that flourished in the Late 

Cretaceous period.

We also spotted an 

Asian Brown 

Tortoise. Did you 

know, turtles have 

been around for 

over 200 million 

years?
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Just a bit further down the pathway is the old fishing 

lodge that, after being purchased by its new owners, 

has been repurposed as the headquarters and living 

space for scientists working at the Boneyard. Two 

years later, in 1949, the Dino Institute was 

officially formed within this very lodge, offering

on-site paleontology classes and eventually 

internships for graduate students.

The Lodge
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To help fund their research programs the grad 

students’ cafeteria was converted into a restaurant, 

and opened to the public. Don’t expect any formal 

dining though, this is still an active campus and the 

hijinks going on here are part of the draw.

If Pterodactyl 

starts with a “P” 

why not spell 

“terrace” with

a P too?
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Toy dinosaurs and 

aluminum cans 

decorate the 

rooftops.

A pulley system was created 

to retrieve suction cup 

arrows during watertower 

archery.
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Entering the lodge’s front doors we step into the 

cafeteria-turned-restaurant, where you can dig into 

gourmet burgers and other American fare. The room is 

decorated with various dino-themed displays and framed 

pictures.
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On the walls is a bulletin board, displaying the 

current happenings at the Institute, and some remnants 

from the lodge’s fishing past.
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The main hall once served 

as a makeshift visitor’s 

center and museum, many 

fossils are still on 

display along the walls.  

Today the room primarily 

serves as a common space 

and classroom, with the 

projector used for both 

lectures and their weekly 

double feature movie 

nights.
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Informative plaques 

accompany fossils and 

old museum displays 

discovered throughout 

the country.
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Portrait of benefactor 

Mr. Clarence P. 

Wilkerson, 1948.

Projector and film 

rolls set up in the 

cross beams above.



Dinoland USA25

As the dig site 

grew, creative 

ways were found to 

expand the lodge. 

A Quonset hut was 

added for 

maintaining 

service vehicles,
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Students personalized 

the walls with their 

own grease-based 

artwork.

It appears this 

maintenance hut is 

being put to good use.
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Semi-

permanent 

tents were 

also added 

for storing 

provisions 

and camping 

gear.
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The latest 

Boneyard finds 

are also 

cataloged 

within the 

tents.
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On the other 

side of the 

lodge is the 

plastering room, 

where fossils 

are prepped for 

shipping to 

various museums 

and institutes 

around the 

world.

A curtain of plastic protects nearby rooms when plastering.
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A map shows what types 

of fossils are shipped 

to which museums around 

the world.

Plastering is a 

messy job, but 

it keeps 

fossils safe 

for shipping.
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The adjoined 

room is the 

students’ bunk 

room, with a 

loft style 

sleeping 

quarters.
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Dig at your own risk 

through the lost and found.

The 

student’s 

personal 

nicknacks 

displayed 

along the 

shelves.
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The lodge’s rec room has been converted into the Hip 

Joint, a place to unwind after a long day of adventure 

and discoveries. Here you can play various board 

games, basketball, bad-mitten, and a one-of-a-kind 

“Big Bang” version of darts. It’s also the place to 

simply relax, socialize with others, and appreciate 

the uniquely designed atmosphere.

We’ve spent hours in this room just looking through 

all that is on display here.



Florida 34

The old “rec room” sign has been painted over

and playfully decorated.

You can watch T.V. or 

stare at a game of mini 

dinosaur volleyball.
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An Airstream trailer 

was connected to the 

rec room, providing 

additional seating 

space with a cozy 

diner feel, equipped 

with a 50s style 

jukebox.
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Many of the Dino Institute’s traditions can be found 

right here in the Hip Joint. At the conclusion of an 

internship, the graduate students leave behind 

messages painted on rocks from their hometown. Various 

awards are also given out each year and displayed 

throughout this room.
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The “Golden Boot Award” is for those who have walked 

the greatest distance in search of bones, the “Golden 

Trowel Award” for those who made the greatest number 

of discoveries, and the “Zip Award” for those who 

tried really hard but found zip! There is also the 

"Grub a Dub Dub Award" which has only been earned by a 

single person, in 1992, for washing the least amount 

of laundry.
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Being that this place is heavily run by students, 

college pranks and high jinks can be found all over 

the lodge. Here are a few favorites that we discovered 

on our visit.

Clockwise from top left: 1) Rearranged letters. 2) Map notes. 

3) Bucket of water above door. 4) “I love flying” sign.
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Hungry grad students kept breaking locks off of the commissary 

supply room door, to steal after hour refreshments. After 10 or 

so locks, management simply gave up, and made drinks & snacks 

available outside in a cooler.

And illustration of Dr. Bernard Dunn 

with the caption “Dr. ‘Over’ Dunn”

Under a Seymouria 

skeleton, a student 

named Animal has added 

an extra plaque naming 

the specimen “Seymour”, 

claiming it is his pet.
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The girls here keep 

one-upping the boys.

A tire swing has been added to the main hall.
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A series of 

footprints ending 

with two footprints 

facing the opposite 

direction, with the 

caption “Sorry I am 

lost”.

A drawing of a 

Deinocheirus claw 

labeled as a

“75 million year old 

can opener.”

A book’s binding is 

covered up and was 

renamed to “Cretaceous 

Park”.
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The most popular prank is the Osaurus prank, where 

students add “-osarus” to the end of various signs. 

The lodge’s restaurant is now primarily known as 

“Restaurantosaurus” because of this ongoing prank.

We’ve found 22 “-osaruses”, how many can you find?
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As tourism 

increased, a walk-up 

counter was opened 

at the lodge for 

passing motorists. 

At Dino-Bite Snacks 

you can re-create 

the Ice Age with 

frozen delights.

Dino-Bites Snacks
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Just outside of the lodge we explore the living past 

and journey through various types of Cretaceous era 

plants, living survivors and their closely related 

descendants. This trail is the 3rd largest collection 

of cycads in North America and is dedicated to all 

those who have been a

part of the Dino

Institute legacy.

Cretaceous Trail
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While the Dino Institute still offers traditional 

paleontology classes at the lodge, they have 

officially relocated to a new state-of-the-art 

facility on April 22, 1978.

Since its establishment in 1949, the Dino Institute 

has earned a prestigious reputation. The new location 

was constructed to fulfill the need for additional 

research space and classrooms. Here they’ve begun 

focusing on the future of paleontology while being on 

the cutting edge of high-tech research, and scientific 

discoveries.

Dino Institute
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The display below was 

casted directly from "Sue", 

the most complete 

Tyrannosaurus Rex skeleton 

ever found. Sue, named 

after her discoverer Sue 

Hendrickson, was found in 

South Dakota on August 12, 

1990. She is 90% complete 

and resides at the Field 

Museum of Chicago.
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Just inside the Dino Institute’s main doors is a 

museum, open to the public, featuring various exhibits 

detailing intriguing Dinosaur tidbits. A separate 

hall, dedicated to the iconic K-T boundary, houses a 

full size Carnotaurus skeleton and features narration 

from none other than Bill Nye the science guy.
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In 1997 the Institute's executive committee hired Dr. 

Helen Masrh as their new Director, to solve the 

Institute's increasing financial difficulties. Dr. 

Marsh is the author of “Finding the Bucks in the 

Bones” and built a reputation as a financial 

consultant, helping universities to maximize revenues.

CTX Time Rovers
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Dr. Marsh's first major initiative as Director was 

acquiring worldwide rights to a research project 

developed by Chrono-Tech, a small relativity lab in 

Arizona which recently lost its largest government 

research grant. Half a year later that acquisition led 

to a world-changing discovery, stunning the scientific 

community. Dr. Marsh announced the CTX Time Rover, an 

invention that made time travel possible, allowing 

scientists to observe dinosaurs first hand. In 1998, 

to help subsidize expenses, tours to the Cretaceous 

Period became open to the public!
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After a short 

presentation video we’re 

guided to the Time 

Transport Loading Bay, in 

the Institute’s 

underground research 

facility. Here science 

fiction becomes reality 

as tourists travel back 

in time to the Cretaceous 

Period! You heard 

correctly, time travel is 

actually possible, for a 

small fee.
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At the final 

security check 

we must stowe 

away all 

personal 

belongings, 

including our 

cameras.
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If you want a keepsake from your trans-dimensional 

tour of the Cretaceous Period, a small gift shop is 

available on the ground level of the Institute.
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Wanting to cash in on The Dino Institute's success, 

local entrepreneurs Chester and Hester began selling 

souvenirs at their gas station. When gifts started 

outselling gas they converted the entire service 

station into a large gift shop, naming it Chester & 

Hester's Dinosaur Treasures.

The station’s whimsical decor has made Dinosaur 

Treasures a popular destination in its own right.

Dinosaur Treasures
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Smilodon sez,

“Have a nice day!”
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Signs read, “When in Florida 

be sure to visit EPCOT”
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Folk-art dinosaur, sculpted 

by a renowned artist known 

as Mr. Imagination.
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Remnants of the store’s quick service gas station past 

are still abundant.
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An old gas prices sign 

has been painted over.
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Inside is truly a work of art, with an eccentric 

collection showcasing Chester’s and Hester’s love for 

dinosaurs.
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Dino rock bands, 

dino golf clubs, 

and Godzilla vs 

Godzilla.
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A train track 

wrapping around 

above connects a 

variety of 

dioramas, from 

dinos in the old 

west to dinos on a 

ski jump.
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You can even find 

framed photos of 

Chester and Hester, 

including some from 

their younger years, 

and the first dollar 

they made.
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After the first 

fossil was 

discovered here, 

Chester and 

Hester have been 

digging up their 

own fossil 

collection.
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Chester & Hester love 

pop culture. There is 

even a photo from 

Disneyland’s “Primeval 

World” and a He-Man 

toy.
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As profits from their souvenir shop rose 

exponentially, Chester and Hester bought a nearby lot 

of land to build a small Dinosaur themed amusement 

park. Chester and Hester's Dino-Rama provides much-

needed fun for students, scientists, and passing 

motorists. This roadside attraction includes games, 

rides, and laffs for all ages. 

Dino-Rama
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With signs everywhere, 

and a welcoming 

dinosaur that’s 3 

stories tall, Dinorama 

is impossible to miss 

when driving along 

highway 498.

Parking is only $2 and 

this lot fills up 

quickly.
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On TriceraTops Spin 

you’ll soar through the 

air in giant tin toys 

around a vintage spinning 

top. A recording from 

Chester & Hester 

themselves greats riders 

as they prepare to take 

flight.
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The top 

comes alive 

with 

performing 

triceratops 

popping out 

and comets 

swirling 

by.

Detailed mid-1950s 

theming, right 

down to the rivets 

and tin plates.
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Board 

pseudo-time-

machines 

through 

twists and 

turns while 

dinos 

comically 

approach 

their 

extinction.
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Primeval Whirl 

roller coaster 

is a playful 

parody poking 

fun at The 

Dino 

Institute's 

Time Rovers. 

Scientists send you to the 

late cretaceous period, just 

before the massive comet 

impact.
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Hungry? Grab a tasty bite at 

the Dino Diner.
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If you just want a quick snack, interns from the 

Institute operate various snack stands in the area.
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Win dino prizes in 

games of skill and 

chance.
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Take home the fun with 

photos and face 

paintings, or shop 

till you’re dizzy.
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Dinorama 

is a sight 

of beauty 

when the 

sun goes 

down at 

night.
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It’s no secret that the 

Institute doesn’t care for 

the quaint barebones approach 

of traditional paleontology, 

or that Chester & Hester feel 

scientists are taking the fun 

out of dinos. This conflict 

of interests simply means one 

thing, that Diggs County has 

something for everyone, no 

matter why you love 

dinosaurs.

Local Feud
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Thanks to the following professors, grad students, and 

Diggs County residents who helped make this travel 

guide possible.

Dr. Bernard Dunn: Dig team leader

Diana Sore: Museum Director

Dr. Helen Marsh: Director of the Dino Institute

Dr. Grant Seeker & his nephew Will Seeker

Jonathan Blaine: Chrono-Tech President

Dr. Shirley Woo: Professor

Chester and Hester

Clarence P. Wilkerson: Benefactor

Dr. Eugene McGee: Principal researcher

Dr. Tina Lee: Author & dig team leader

Jenny Weinstein

Sam Gonzales (who was born at The Boneyard!)

Animal

Mark Rios

Special Thanks





Thank you so much for reading.

This book was a work of passion, a very time consuming 

and tedious passion. Endless hours of research, cross 

referencing, exploring, planning, and photo editing to 

bring you the most accurate information based on 

official sources. Those sources include every detail 

in Dinoland USA and every Disney licensed book, 

magazine, and video mentioning Animal Kingdom that I 

could get my hands on.

If you enjoyed this travel guide PLEASE share it with 

your friends and follow MotleyKingdom on Instagram.

Check for the latest version at

MotleyKingdom.com/travels

     MotleyKingdom

MotleyKingdom.com

Breaking the   th Wall4



Up for a scavenger hunt? All answers can be found 

posted around Dinoland USA.

When house-sitting for Dr. Dunn,

the last rule is no _____.

The host of the 1989 Raptor Rave is ___________.

The brachiosaurus lost its _______.

According to Jenny’s map,

the Institute has ____-____ statues.

Dr. Dunn spent nearly all of last year excavating 

fossils in _______.

Dr. Tina Lee is a pioneer in the field of ___________.

__________ lost a manuscript for a

research paper on time travel.

Poker at Animal’s house is at _____PM.

Dr. Bernard Dunn’s favorite quote is by ____________.

Bonus
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